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I’m the Associate Director of Operations for the Western 
Region and Solar for EDP Renewables. Prior to EDPR, I 
served in the Army for six years as a Captain in Logistics 
and did two tours in Iraq. I started with EDPR in 2008, 
right as I got out of the Army.

Solar is no longer an alternative energy source—it’s 
mainstream. A myth I often hear about the solar industry 
is that it’s expensive. In fact, prices have decreased so 
much that it’s become more competitive than a lot of 
traditional forms of power production. 

Production from a solar facility is pretty consistent. We do 
huge analysis leading up to the development of a solar 
project and can accurately predict how much production 
we’ll get on an annual basis. 

It takes hundreds of people to construct a solar project 
and takes many people in Operations to run it. We hire 
contractors to mow the grass and wash the panels and 
more specialized contractors to help with troubleshooting. 
We create a lot of jobs in the surrounding communities. 
As we’ve seen with our wind farms, this is great because 
it provides a stimulus to the local economy of small 
towns, where most of our projects are located.

Solar energy is going to be a key, fundamental source 
of power for the future. I see a lot of opportunity for 
expansion across the United States and other parts of 
North America. I think there will be a lot of opportunities 
to do great things for local communities.

Fred Kelo

“When we build a solar project, we make sure 
our impact on the land is as minimal as possible.” 

Portland, Oregon

These quotes are from an interview with 
Fred Kelo on November 28, 2018. They have 
been edited for clarity.

The work we 
are doing at 
EDP Renewables 
is making 
a difference.

I’m handing 
something off to my 
children that’s better 
than it was, which I 
think is a big deal.



Landowner
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Freddie Mixon

“My experience with EDPR is number one. I’ve had no problems at all because they’ve 
done what they said they were going to do. They’ve always accommodated me. 
I think EDPR is 100 percent a trustworthy company.”

Hampton, South Carolina

I’ve lived in Hampton all my life. I farmed about 3,000 acres 
for 20-something years. I got out of farming because it 
takes money to farm. You have to be in debt to get started. 
When I had the opportunity to get out of debt, I did. 

Farming is uncertain – that’s different from solar. Solar is not 
uncertain at all. EDPR goes out, checks on the equipment, 
and keeps the land up. Solar gives me something to look 
forward to since I know it’s coming in. I don’t have to worry 
about my situation. The income from the solar park has 
helped considerably. 

I know that clean energy is a better system since there’s 
nothing going into the environment like other forms of power. 
I’m sure this will help my grandkids in the long run, in terms 
of the environmental situation and energy situation.

My plans with the solar park lease are that one of my 
daughters will inherit it in my will, so she can have money to 
keep her life going and support her family. To me, the solar 
park means leaving something for the next generation. It’s 
something that they can pass on to their family, too.

I’d 100 percent recommend solar parks to farmers in this 
community. I’d tell them to check me out and see what I have, 
and then we can go from there. Everything’s been hunky-dory.

These quotes are from an interview 
with Freddie Mixon on November 27, 
2018. They have been edited for clarity.

from a financial 
standpoint, in 
my life.

best things 
I’ve ever done,

Getting set up 
with solar has 
been one of the



Solar Field Technician
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Joshua Francis

“After doing this for about a year, I think the panels are beautiful, 
and I know they’re safe.”

Orangeburg, South Carolina

I work in Orangeburg, South Carolina, as a Solar Field 
Technician for EDP Renewables. After high school, I 
joined the Army. I served for eight years and specialized 
in Air Defense Artillery. 

In the military, you have a lot of big, important 
equipment to maintain. That responsibility translated 
directly into renewable energy. We have a lot of 
equipment out here, and you need the technical skills 
to be able to troubleshoot and fix it so we can continue 
the task of providing energy.

Since I’ve been working in solar, I’ve encountered people 
who live around these solar sites, and many have told 
me that they love having them here and know people 
who were involved in the initial construction. They’re 
proud to have the solar sites in their communities.

As a Sergeant, I had to learn to take rocks out of my 
Lieutenant’s rucksack. EDPR does that with landowners 
by taking care of them. EDPR is committed to ensuring 
the landowners are happy with what we are doing. 

I’m excited about the future of solar because the 
industry is growing. I love what I do. If someone 
asked me about a career in solar, I would tell them 
to do it – 100 percent.

These quotes are from an interview with Joshua 
Francis on November 28, 2018. They have been 
edited for clarity.

EDPR makes the 
world a better place 
by producing clean 
energy – it’s as 
simple as that.

I’m proud to drive 
down the road with 
an EDPR symbol on 
my truck.



Landowner
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Walt Pooser

“My land is very important to me. EDPR hasn’t done anything that can’t be 
removed off the land. They’ve planted grass on it to keep it from eroding. 
They really respect the land and the landowners.”

Cameron, South Carolina

I was raised in Cameron and have been here all my life. 
I’m a fifth generation farmer on the same land. We’ve 
farmed soy beans, corn, a lot of melon crops, and 
peanuts, but now it’s mainly cotton. My immediate 
family owns about 200 acres of the solar farm.

I decided to put a solar farm on my property for the 
steady income. In agriculture, there’s always risk. 
Anytime you plant a seed, something’s coming to get 
it – weather, pests, something. With solar farming, 
there’s no risk. The return on solar is more money than 
I can make growing crops, even during the best years. 

The solar farm was a fit for my family because of the 
longevity. We have 20 years with an option for more 
negotiations, but I hope it stays forever. It means a lot 
less worrying about the future. It’ll allow me to take care 
of my parents and my son. 

After the solar farm checks started coming in, I purchased 
more land and started a tree nursery. When you show 
the lenders this fixed income you have coming in, your 
credit rating goes up, as well as your borrowing power so 
you can expand your business and farm. And we’ve had 
a little fun – we’ve taken a couple of cruises and things 
like that. The income from the solar farm allows me the 
flexibility for the future so I can plan what I want to do. 

These quotes are from an interview with Walt 
Pooser on November 28, 2018. They have 
been edited for clarity.

It really helps you 
be able to expand 
your business and 
do more.

A solar farm provides 
you peace of mind 
with a stable income.
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